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concerneth the Plagiary, to whom he giveth the name of More;
the second the libellous Novellist, whom he styleth Eliza; the
third the flattering Dedicator; the fourth the bawling Gritick
or noisy Poet; the fifth the dark and dirty Party-writer; and so
of the rest, assigning to each some proper name or other, such as 5
he cou'd find.
As for the Characters, the publick hath already acknowledged
how'justly they are drawn: The manners are so depicted, and
the sentiments so peculiar to those to whom applied, that
surely to transfer them to any other, or wiser, personages, wou'd i o
be exceeding difficult. And certain it is, that every person con-
cerned, being consulted apart, will readily own the resemblance
of every portrait, his own excepted.
The Descriptions are singular; the Comparisons very quaint;
the Narration various, yet of one colour. The purity and 15
chastity of Diction is so preserved, that in the places most sus-
picious not the words but only the images have been censured,
and yet are those images no other than have been sanctified by
antient and classical authority (tho* as was the manner of those
good times, not so curiously wrapped up) yea and commented 20
upon by most grave doctors, and approved criticks.
As it beareth the name of Epic, it is thereby subjected to such
severe indispensable rules as are laid on all Neotericks, a strict
imitation of the antient; insomuch that any deviation accom-
panied with whatever poetic beauties, hath always been cen- 25
sured by the sound critick. How exact that Imitation hath been
in this piece, appeareth not only by its general structure, but by
particular allusions infinite, many whereof have escaped both
the commentator and poet himself; yea divers by his exceeding
diligence axe so alter'd and interwoven with the rest, that several 30
12 will.. . own] hath . *. owned
13 excepted] Add, j;'43: So Mr. Gibber calls them, "a parcel of
poor wretches, so many silly flies1: but adds, our Author's Wit is
remarkably more bare and barren, whenever it would fall foul
on Gibber, than upon any other Person whatever/"
*    Gibber's Letter to Mr. P. pag. 9^ 12, 41.
33. Neotericks <i.e. Modcrns.>